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Advent is marked by a spirit of expectation, of anticipation, of preparation, of longing. These words also describe our hope in God to fulfill the vision of being a force for revival in this part of the world. Thank you for praying for Rev. Emad’s visits to North Africa and Turkey in November. God’s leading and blessing was evident in both of these exploratory trips which could lead to a greater regional role for AST in the future. We have three overseas students, two in the first year and one in the second year, from the Anglican Church in Sudan and we hope next year to have students from other parts of the region.
Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry & Alexandria School of Theology
We are delighted that in August a formal relationship between the two institutions was inaugurated based on a commitment to share ideas, information and needs for mutual prayer support. We are very much looking forward to the prospective visit of the Dean / President of TESM to AST next summer and future faculty exchange visits.

Board of Governors
The first meeting took place in early September. The members are Lord George Carey (Patron), Rt. Rev. Dr. Mouneer Anis (Chairman), Rt. Rev. Dr. Maurice Sinclair, Rt. Rev. Derek Eaton, Rev. Canon Dr. Andrew Wheeler, Engr. Maged Rizk, Mr. Niam Atef, Mrs. Sandra Supplee, Dr. Hoda Gindi and Rev. Emad Mikhail.

                   Staff & Faculty
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We are so blessed to have Dr. Emil A Zaky, a psychiatrist and trainer of therapists in the field of addiction and addictive behaviour with studies in Christian Spiritual Counselling. Emil coordinates the mentoring program for our students as well as personally mentoring about 25% of them! He is also teaching the course in Pyschology and Counselling and jointly teaching the course in Biblical Principles of Manhood and Womanhood together with Mrs. Michelle Mikhail who is also mentoring a number of women students. Michelle was born in America but grew up in India where her parents served          as medical missionaries and has an MDiv. from Grace Theological Seminary in Indiana.
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Mr. John Supplee is teaching the course on the Introduction to the Bible – Parts 1 & 2. He was born and raised in America and has a Master of Arts from the Biblical Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania. He is married to Sandra who is serving on the AST Board of Governors.  Sherif L Aziz was appointed Assistant Teacher in October. He was born in Upper Egypt and has a BTh. from the Evangelical Seminary in Cairo. He is helping to develop the Arabic section of the libraries, tutoring some students in Greek as well as giving simutaneous translation for four of our courses. He has a great love for Hebrew and will deliver this course to the third year students next year. 

Residential
Our first 3-day study conference of this academic year took place in the feast following Ramadan (23rd -27th October) on the outskirts of Cairo. First and second year students met in separate halls with concurrent lectures. A total of 30 lectures were delivered by four members of faculty and Rev. Geoff Holt on six courses, some with simultaneous translation! God richly blessed this time. Our next         residential will be 9th-11th February in a centre near Alexandria.           
.
Sinai
Towards the end of November a group of faculty, staff and students, led by Bishop Maurice Sinclair, went on an educational visit to St. Catherine’s and Mount Sinai. The aim was to walk in the steps of Moses and grasp something of the physical challenge, natural beauty and spiritual significance of this region of biblical significance and monastic tradition. 
‘To read the Scriptures and pray at the Biblical sites where the events may have taken place was very special. It was also very moving to sing songs and share the gospel around the campfire at the Bedouin camp with Israeli tourists.’
Gifts
We are very thankful to Archbishop of Sydney’s Overseas Fund, St. Saviour’s Church -Guildford UK, CMS UK, CMS Australia and Church of Christ the King –Illinois USA for providing bursaries for our students. We are also very grateful for the funding we have received from the Diocese of Sydney for computers and IT equipment and the significant contribution that The Church of Christ the King made towards our conference costs. We have been very humbled and blessed by these gifts including one from an anonymous individual donor in the UK. The British International School also gave us permission to use one of their classrooms.            
Website
We are very pleased that after some difficulties our Arabic website is live. The address is www.ast-eg.org 
Please pray for…
· Our students, staff and faculty members.

· A senior bilingual administrator who will be responsible for overseeing matters pertaining
      to personnel, premises and finance, reporting to the Principal.
· Recruitment of a full time faculty member and additional part time faculty and facilities.
· Growth of the Arabic and reference sections of the library.
· Development of Theological English Language Programme
Wishing you a very Happy Christmas
We thank you for your partnership in the work of the gospel.
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