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It is a testimony of God’s grace and goodness that we have achieved so much in our first year. We are thankful for all the help and encouragement we receive as we continue along the journey. We were very blessed to have Gordon Jackson, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Whitworth College, Spokane, USA for two months, helping us evaluate AST’s structure and clarify some administrative individual roles. We are now privileged to have Bishop Maurice Sinclair with us. He will be chairing the AST Board of Governors in Bishop Mouneer’s absence as well preparing a small group of men for ordination some of whom are AST students. He will also be teaching courses on Anglicanism and Theology of Mission to first and second year students respectively in the first semester. 
We praise God for our new members of faculty: Mrs Michelle Mikhail, Mr. John Supplee, Revd. Nagy Morris, Canon Godfrey Taylor and Canon Andrew Wheeler. We are also very thankful to God for the number and level of applicants we tested and interviewed for the next academic year. We are expecting 24 and 18 new students for the academic year beginning on 31st August and 7th September in Alexandria and Cairo respectively. We were also delighted that Trinity Seminary, Pittsburgh, where Bishop Mouneer and Nancy are on sabbatical, is providing three student scholarships. 
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One of students said, "The greatest benefit for me was relating the theoretical study with the contemporary realities of the church. This occurred in the lectures, in which there was plenty of space for asking questions and discussion, as well as in the required readings and research for each subject.   All of this promoted a better understanding. We also benefited from individual meetings with our faculty mentor.  In general, the seminary showed personal concern for our practical ministries and took an interest in our spiritual growth as students."
Our Patron: Lord Carey, Principal: Rev. Emad Mikhail and students

We were pleased to learn that the grants committees of Feed the Minds had approved our application for publishing Theological Literature in Arabic and for teaching Theological English. We are also looking forward to launching the short courses for English speakers at the beginning of 2007. 
.
After many frustrating months and technical obstacles, the library now has a management system functioning. Cataloguing is well underway and it is expected that the whole library service will be ready for handover to Mikha and Sherif by the start of the new academic year. They have been training enthusiastically under the tutelage of Lynn Pryor, our librarian. We praise God for the provision of a grant of AUD 2000 from SPCK Australia, for the purchase of reference books. We are endeavouring, with other funding, to build up the collection in Arabic language resources.
Diocesan Synod
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Synod was attended by over seventy delegates from over twelve different nationalities representing fifty six congregations of the diocese. Revd. Emad Mikhail, Principal of AST presented our report, during which we gave the first public showing of our video and handed out our recently produced brochures in Arabic and English. During the opening service Bishop Mouneer licensed Rev. Luka Bulus, a student of AST from Sudan, who is serving the Sudanese congregation in Alexandria. 
Opening Ceremony in Alexandria, 23rd May
You may recall that we had an opening ceremony last October in Cairo.  In Alexandria we decided to take advantage of the visit of our Patron Lord George Carey and his wife in May to host an opening in that city.    We were greatly appreciative to Dr. Ismail Serageldin, Director of Bibliotheca Alexandrina, for hosting the lecture given by our Patron Lord George Carey on “Deepening the Dialogue”, the full text of which is posted at www.bibalex.org. Lord Carey said that dialogue in the New Testament can be understood as “arguments for reaching the truths about God revealed in Jesus Christ”.  Genuine dialogue involves listening to differences, sharing our experiences and seeking to work together to shape a better world. Christians of many denominations and nationalities as well as Muslims and distinguished guests attended. We then all moved to St. Mark’s Church, Manshia for the official opening of the school by Lord Carey and a time of great Christian celebration in the church.  We are still feeling the impact of that day!
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 Please pray for…
· The group of men being prepared for ordination by Bishop Maurice Sinclair

· New and existing faculty members as they prepare their course(s) and teach the students.

· New students, as they join the AST family and begin their studies within a few weeks.

· Opportunities for Helen Fraser, Development Officer, to speak about the vision and work of AST to churches in Philadelphia in September.

· Growth of the Arabic and reference sections of the library.

· Development of Theological English Language Programme

We thank you for your partnership in the work of the gospel.
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